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Lawn Care and Water Quality Social Marketing Prompts and Tools

Use: Can be distributed in small quantities or used as prizes at local events relating to landscaping, gardening, or lawn care. Kits are best distributed by partnering with watershed organizations at water quality friendly events or workshops. Contact Julia Peterson julia.peterson@unh.edu or 603-862-6706 for more information about obtaining kits.  Some are available to communities at no cost to get started.
Kits Include: Paper Bag contains the following four items and provides an opportunity for municipalities to add their local messaging and contact information.
1. Rack Card provides information on how lawn care can impact water quality and what residents can do about it including how to use the tools/prompts in the bag. Rack cards also include a link to a survey to identify any intention to change or actual change in lawn care practices.
2. Tape measure encourages mowing high, measuring dimensions before purchasing and applying additional nutrients, and applying according to instructions or less.
3. Rain gauge encourages limiting watering (via precipitation or irrigation) to 1” / week.
4. Bag clip encourages limiting product use to only what is needed and storing excess.
Bag for Outreach Materials
4. Bag Clip
2. Tape Measure
1. Rack Card Back
1. Rack Card Front
3. Rain Gauge
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Looking for a healthy lawn that's safe for the
environment? Follow these tips to keep nutrients
in the soil and grass, where they belong, and out of
local water bodies, where they don't!

Mow grass no shorter than 3" high. Cut no
more than one-third () of the blade each
time you mow to encourage longer, stronger
roots. Leave the grass clippings after mowing

50 they can return nutrients to the soil,

Don't overwater! 1” of water per week

(from rain or irrigation) is usually enough,
Overwatering can cause nutrients to move
out of the root zone and into waterbodies or
groundwater

If your lawn requires added nutrients from
‘ fertilizer, measure the dimensions of the
@= area where you plan to apply it. The square
| footage will help you determine how much
product to buy and apply. Avoid overapplying

‘ Apply fertilizer according to the bags

‘ instructions, or use less than the amount

| recommended. If you leave your grass clippings
I after mowing, you can cut the fertilizer rate in

half for an established lawn. Clip the bag of
fertilizer and store in a dry location.

Have your soil tested to learn more about specific
characteristics and needs of your lawn. Contact
€xtension.unh.edu/programs/soil-testing-services

or additional lawn care resources, please visit:
extension.unh.edu/tags/
home-lawn-care
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According to a recent survey, it'slikely that you
and your neighbors believe having a lawn that

is safe for the environment is very important
However, some lawn care practices can create
water quality problems. Excess nutrients
(including nitrogen and phosphorous found in
fertilizers) that run off our properties into local
waterbodies can trigger algal blooms that cloud
water and rob it of oxygen.

Many of us enjoy the time we spend working on
ourlawns and are willing to try new practices
aslong as our lawns continue to look nice. The
Green Grass & Clear Water project shares
simple and easy practices for creating and
maintaining a truly healthy lawn that is both
attractive and safer for the environment

Questions? Contact:

Your feedback is important! Please visit this link
to let us know what you think of the lawn care kit

extension.unh.edu/sample-qualtrics-link
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