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What is Storm Drain Stenciling? 


A community education and awareness tool.  


The storm drain stenciling activity is part of a larger education movement.  The storm drain stenciling activity includes door-to-door neighborhood education and/or a media campaign to let the citizens of a community know why young people are stenciling storm drains.  It makes them aware that the drains connect with surface or ground water and that dumping of oil, antifreeze, fuels, paint, leaves, grass clippings or other materials in storm drains causes damage to surface and groundwater.








Why Stencil Storm Drains?


To educate a neighborhood or community on the water quality impacts and other hazards of putting waste materials into storm drains


• 	To involve young people in an educational community service project


To help to solve an illegal dumping problem that has been detected in a neighborhood or community








Who Gets Involved in Storm Drain Stenciling?


Students: school classes, school clubs


4-H Clubs, Scouts or other youth groups


Citizen volunteer monitoring groups and watershed improvement groups


Stormwater programs and public utilities
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What ?





Why ?





Who ?
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Storm Drain Stenciling … How To!





Before Stenciling Day.. 


Define who the active participants will be and the area/towns.


Set the Date!


Talk with your local highway department to obtain permission to apply stenciling and request maps of storm drains.


Solicit people to work.


Hold a pre-stenciling session to review impacts of storm water runoff and ‘practice’ stenciling.  Review highway maps and identify water bodies (streams, rivers, wetlands, lakes) impacted by these drains.  


Develop  a community education plan (door-to-door hangers, newspapers, radio, TV etc.). Invite the media!


Determine the number of stencils, brushes, paint, and other supplies needed and place your order. 


Organize boxes of supplies/materials for each team to pick up before Stenciling Day.


Set a rain date in case of bad weather!





The Big Day has arrived!  


Watch the weather.. the pavement needs to be dry so the paint will dry.  The temperature should be at least  50ºF to allow for faster drying time.  Watch for windy weather – you don’t want paint drifting into the drains or onto parked cars!


Wear old clothes.  


Work in Teams… team members can take turns watching for traffic, taking pictures, answering questions from passers-by, and distributing door hangers in the neighborhood. 


Arrange traffic cones around the drains.


Scrub the area vigorously with a wire brush to remove loose dirt.


Lay the stencil on the sidewalk, street or manhole cover.


One or two people can hold the stencil flat or bricks or rocks work well as weights on the corners.


When using spray paint, shake the can for one full minute. Hold the can 6 to 8 inches from the stencil and use a series of back and forth motions to spray one line at a time until the letters are uniformly covered.


DON’T USE TOO MUCH PAINT - it will run underneath and blur the letters. (Paint rollers can be used but are much more difficult.  Excess paint must be frequently struck from rollers. Paint rollers should only be used by adults).








Supplies:


Stencils


Paint brushes or rollers (or spray cans)


Paint buckets/pans 


Wire brushes


Paint (ask your highway folks what they prefer)


Safety Vests


Traffic Cones


Plastic trash bags


Rags/ paper towels


Gloves


Safety glasses


Single use cameras


T-Shirts w/Logo for all volunteers
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When the paint application is finished, carefully lift the stencil up off the surface.  If the stencil is not clear, do not attempt to wipe it off and try again!  That will only make a bigger mess.  Try to use less paint the next time. Your purpose is to get the message out not to create a work of art.


Leave the traffic cones in place while you move to the next storm drain – mark the storm drain map as you complete each drain. 


After all stenciling is finished, lay stencils out flat in the plastic trash bag to dry in a warm, dry place for a day or so. When the paint is completely dry Mylar stencils can be gently rolled to chip off excess paint. This works best if the paint does not build up too thick between cleanings.


Take a copy of your storm drain stenciling map to the highway personnel so they know the drains that have been stenciled. 


Develop pictures and send to local papers with news story.  





The primary purpose for storm drain stenciling is to create public awareness of the street to waterbody and street to groundwater connections. Your distribution of flyers, the storm drain stencils and media coverage of your project should have increased public awareness of the connection. Once that connection has been made and the citizens in a community realize the impacts of their activities, the increased level of public awareness can and hopefully will create a ripple effect. That ripple effect might include formation of local groups that do stream cleanups, streambank or wetlands restoration.   





For both classroom and informal educators, stenciling is an effective community service project that combines learning with environmental studies, civics, and language arts, especially if students research the subject and create their own flyers. Action projects empower young people! 





4-H youth in Grafton County stated that they feel that have done something good for their community, fish and wildlife!  Both youth and adults stated that they are noticing storm drains more often and realize the impact of the drain to drinking water connection !
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Helpful Hints


Remember to have signed permission slips for all participates under the age of 18.  Include a place requesting the use of their photo for published materials (with and without their names).


Provide a list of do’s, don’ts, what to wear, where, when, and duration.


Choose an adult or mature youth to be responsible for picking up supplies and materials and overseeing each team.


Clean stencils, brushes, and pans as soon as possible.. be sure to wash in an environmental safe location.


Order your materials early to be sure you have everything for Stenciling Day.


Stay alert in traffic areas.. be safe.


Have fun and know you’re doing something good for your community and environment! 





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�UNH Cooperative Extension programs and policies are consistent with pertinent Federal and State laws and regulations on non-discrimination regarding age, color, handicap, national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran's status.  College of Life Sciences and Agriculture, County Governments, NH Division of Forests and Lands, Department of Resources and Economic Development, NH Fish and Game Department, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service and US Fish and Wildlife Service cooperating
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Funding for this project was provided, in part, by a grant from the NH Department of Environmental Services with funds from the US Environmental Protection Agency under section 319 of the Clean Water Act.  





Information for this brochure has been compiled using the Alabama Nonpoint Source Education Program,  Storm Drain Stenciling Program and the UNH Cooperative Extension, Grafton County Storm Drain Stenciling Project.











